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1.-19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically aseptically boUling aseptically sterilized 
foudstuffs coinprisiiit; the steps of; 

providing a plurnlily of bottles; 

aseptically disinfecting the bottles at a rt.to greater than 1 00 bottles per m Inuto wherein the 
(li-sin feet inn is wjtlihot at omized hviicnp cn p»mv;>4^ „nd 

aseptically filling iho bottles with aseptically sterilized foodstuffs. 



21. (Cancelled) 



22. (Currently Amended) A device for putomatieally aseptiealiy bottling aseptically sterilized foodstuffs 
comprising: 

means for providing a plurality of bottles; 

means for ascplieally disi.^fecting the bottle., at a mte greater than 1 00 bottles per minute wherein 
ih!?JMm3JhT.?milk'^n^sMmUm the hot.le. f.,r.h.. ;n^...... ,i;-inrr,iin, .i, ind ■ inu^ 

LaMlcswitjwLbot ,'>tQ n^ 170(1 liy drofrnn p^rr>vi.|..; anrf 

means for a.<!cplically filling the bottles with aseptically sterilized foodstuffs. 

2J . (Withdrawn) An aseptic processing apparati« for ajjcpticully bottling nscplically sterilized 
foodslulTs comprising: 

a sicrilE tunnel for surrounding a plurality of bottles with pressurized sterile air; 

a conveying apparatus for moving the plurality of bottles through the .sterile tunnel; 

a bottle infccd, sterilization and conveying apparatu.s for sterilizing an exterior surface of 
each bottlo and for feeding the .sterilized bottles into the sterile tunnel; 
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«n interior boiilc .sterilization apparatus for applying a stcrilant I., an interior siuTacc of 
each bottle; 

an activation and drying apparatus for activating and removing the stcrilant frojn the 
interior surface of each bottle; 

a prodiiel filler apparatus for filling the a.septically sterilized plurality of bottles with the 
nsc|Mically sterilized foodstiifJs; 

a lidding apparatus for applying a sterilized lid to each bottle; and 

a bottle discharge apparatus for removing the bottles from ihc sterile tunnel. 

24. (Withdrawn) The aseptic processing apparatus according to claim 2,3, wherein the sterile 
tunnel further includes a plurality of partitions forming aplurality of slerilant concentration 
zones. 



25. (Withdrawn) Ihe aseptic pi-ocessing apparatus according to claim 23, wherein each 
bottle has an opening si'/.o to height ratio of less than one. 

26. (Withdrawn) The aseptic processing apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the 
slerilnnt is hydrogen peroxide. 

27. (Witlidrawn) The aseptic processing apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the 
stcrilant is oxonia. 



28. (Withdrawn) The aseptic processing apparatus according to claim 23, further including a 
lid stcrili/Fition app^>ratus. 
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20. (Withdrawn) "^I he useptic processing apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the 
plurality of bottles arc made IVom plastic. 

L^O. (WUhdruwii) 'I'hc aseptic processing apparatus according lo claim 29, wherein the pla^Jtic 
is polyethylene tcrcpthalatc. 

3 1 . (Withdi-awn) l^hc aseptic processing appnraUis according to claim 29, wherein the plastic 
is high density polyethylene. 

32. (Withdrawn) The aseptic processing apparatus according to claim 23, further including a 
feedback control system for niaintauiing aseptic bottling conditions. 

33. (Withdrawn) Tlie aseptic processing apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the 
product fjlliiig apparatus lllls the plurality of bottles at a rate greater than 360 bottles per minute. 

34. (Withdrawn) The aseptic processing apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the sterile 
liinncl encloses the interior bottle sterilization apparatus, the activation and drying apparatus, the 
product filler apparatus, and the lidding apparatus. 



35. (Previously presented) I'he method according to claijn 20, wherein the pliir^ility of 
boldcs are made from a glass. 

36. (Previoirsly presented) The method according to claim 20, wherein Ihc plurality of bottles are 
made from a plastic. 
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